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Main Findings

• 200 Million Total Residents—Or France, 
Germany, and the UK Combined

• Two in Three People—Just a Fifth of the 
US Land in Lower 48 States

• Ten Megas—Six in East/Four in West
• Northeast the Most Populous with Over 

50 million People



Megapolitan Area Criteria

• Based on Census Bureau geography
• Each one projected to have more than 10 

million residents by 2040
• Derive from economic, physical, and 

cultural characteristics
• Produces a usable geography for large- 

scale planning



Mega Counties

• Megas are Made Out of Counties
• Counties Give You (For Example):

– Census Long-Form Data
– Construction Projections
– Historical Analysis
– Election Results



Megapolitan Areas



Megapolitan Interstates



Megapolitan Populations
M egapolitan 

Areas
2 0 0 3  

Population

Northeast 50 ,427 ,921
Midwest 40 ,082 ,288
Southland 22 ,173 ,291
Piedmont 19 ,318 ,992
I-35  Corr idor 15 ,315 ,317
Peninsula 13 ,708 ,165
NorCal 12 ,024 ,173
Gulf Coast 12 ,064 ,600
Cascadia 7 ,412 ,248
Valley of the Sun 4 ,486 ,206

Megapolitan Total 197 ,013 ,201
United States 290 ,788 ,976



Mega-Politics Presidential 
Vote

M egapolitan Total Votes
Percent 

Bush
Percent 

Kerry
Cascadia 3 ,245 ,083 43 .1% 56 .9%
Gulf Coast 4 ,267 ,490 59 .0% 41 .0%
I-35  Corr idor 5 ,853 ,855 60 .1% 39 .9%
Midwest 18 ,052 ,289 48 .9% 51 .1%
NorCal 3 ,583 ,677 39 .0% 61 .0%
Northeast 28 ,483 ,196 44 .7% 55 .3%
Peninsula 5 ,923 ,213 50 .1% 49 .9%
Piedmont 7 ,779 ,005 59 .6% 40 .4%
Southland 11 ,390 ,357 41 .8% 58 .2%
Valley of the Sun 1 ,296 ,845 55 .0% 45 .0%

Megapolitan Total 89 ,875 ,010 48 .4% 51 .6%
US Total 121 ,068 ,715 51 .2% 48 .8%



Mega-Politics Congress

M egapolitan Area
Total 
Seats

Number of 
Republican 

Seats

Number of 
Democratic 

Seats
Cascadia 12 2 10
Gulf Coast 22 10 12
I-35  Corr idor 31 18 13
Midwest 71 42 29
NorCal 22 7 15
Nor theast 87 33 54
Peninsula 22 16 6
Piedmont 39 24 15
Southland 35 16 19
Valley of the Sun 8 6 2

Megapolitan Total 343 169 174
US Total 435 227 205



Megapolitan vs. National 
Growth

2 0 0 5 -2 0 4 0  
M egapolitan 

Growth

2 0 0 5 -2 0 4 0  
National 
Growth

M egapolitan 
Percent Share 

of Growth
Demographics
    Population 83  M illion 118  M illion 70 .34
    Housing Units 32  M illion 45  M illion 71 .11
    Jobs 64  M illion 93  M illion 68 .82

Construction
    Residential
    Expenditures
    Non-Residential 
    Expenditures
    Total 33  Tr illion 43  Tr illion 76 .74

10  Tr illion 14  Tr illion 71 .43

23  Tr illion 29  Tr illion 79 .31
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